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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Spirit, we trust You to order
our steps. Show us Your path and teach
us to follow You. Lord, guide us by
Your truth and instruct us with Your
wisdom.

Today, help our Senators to give You
their challenges as they remember that
You have promised to make them more
than conquerors. Infuse them with a
spirit of peace, and may they find new
strength in Your gift of quiet con-
fidence. May they trust You above all
and through all, as You pour into their
hearts a greater love for You and hu-
manity.

Use us, O God, to bring healing to
those in pain, hope to those in despair,
and peace to those in war.

We pray in Your awesome Name.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

———
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
my statement the Republican leader
will be recognized. I ask unanimous
consent that I be recognized when he
completes his statement.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

Senate

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks the Senate will resume
consideration of S. 744, the comprehen-
sive immigration bill.

I renew my request to be recognized
following the remarks of Senator
McCoONNELL and the reporting of the
immigration bill.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

———

BORDER SECURITY, ECONOMIC OP-
PORTUNITY, AND IMMIGRATION
MODERNIZATION ACT

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 744, which the
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 744) to provide for comprehensive
immigration reform and for other purposes.

Pending:

Leahy/Hatch amendment No. 1183, to en-
courage and facilitate international partici-
pation in the performing arts.

Grassley/Blunt amendment No. 1195, to
prohibit the granting of registered provi-
sional immigrant status until the Secretary
has maintained effective control of the bor-
ders for 6 months.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, when
Alfredo Castaneda crossed the border
from Mexico into the United States
two decades ago, he didn’t climb over a
fence. He didn’t swim across a river. He
didn’t fly over the border. He didn’t
walk through the desert. When Alfredo
Castaneda crossed the border, he was a
2-year-old little boy perched on his fa-
ther’s shoulders.

The choice to leave Mexico wasn’t an
easy one for Alfredo’s father, but the
rumble of hunger in his belly and in his
son’s belly convinced Alfredo’s dad to
leave behind the world he knew for a
hopefully better life in America. He
wrote me a letter; it is addressed to
me. Here is what he said:

I lived in a shack with one wall of my
house leaning on my neighbor’s; the other
three were made of sticks and mud bricks. I
wanted to give my family a better life, and
so I hear the U.S. is a land of opportunity.
All T want is to have a sliver of that oppor-
tunity for my family.

So with his wife by his side and his
son on his shoulders, Alfredo’s father
came to America illegally. Alfredo was
a 2-year-old boy, as I mentioned, at the
time. Today he is a 23-year-old man
who appreciates the privileges that
come with life in America, but he is
also conscious of the opportunities
available only to U.S. citizens—oppor-
tunities that aren’t available to him
because of his immigration status.

When his friends applied for part-
time jobs in high school, Alfredo knew
he could never work legally. When he
was researching a paper for a class,
Alfredo was denied a library card be-
cause he had no identification. When
he filled out an application for his
dream school, selecting ‘‘noncitizen”
on an online form, Alfredo received an
error message in bold red letters that
said ‘‘noncitizens cannot apply’’—can-
not apply for entry into this institu-
tion.

Alfredo’s life in Nevada bears little
in common with the shack of sticks
and mud he left behind. For him,
America truly is the land of oppor-
tunity his father envisioned. Yet, until
recently, Alfredo could not get a Social
Security number, a driver’s license, or
even a full-time job because he is an
undocumented immigrant. But that
hasn’t stopped him from reaching for
his dreams. This is what he wrote in
addition to what we have already
heard:

My parents constantly reminded me to be
a good citizen and volunteer in my commu-
nity whenever possible. They said that it
would pay off and would help me acquire
citizenship in the future. I took that to
heart.

So Alfredo worked hard in high
school—really hard—volunteered in a
local hospital, and became politically
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